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PANDEMIC: FACING AIDS

UMBRAGE EDITIONS PROUDLY ANNOUNCES A COLLECTION OF 
POIGNANT PICTORIAL AND WRITTEN ESSAYS ABOUT 

CRISIS, HOPE AND THE HUMAN SPIRIT

BOOK SPECS: 10.5 x 11.5” $39.95 USD
Hardcover with jacket    256 pages              June 2003
ISBN: 1-884167-17-9 Over 200 4-color and b&w images   

New York, New York - Umbrage Editions is very
proud to announce the publication of PANDEMIC:
Facing AIDS which presents twenty years of photo-
graphic response to AIDS by artists whose peer com-
munity has been deeply affected by the disease.
PANDEMIC captures the range of emotion the epi-
demic has engendered and the changing realities for
people living with HIV/AIDS, from controversial efforts
to document the first AIDS patients to an ongoing need
to protest and memorialize.

Written highlights of the book include essays by UN
Secretary-General Kofi Annan, Nobel Prize winner
Nadine Gordimer, documentary filmmaker Rory
Kennedy, editor and curator Nan Richardson, and noted
global economist Jeffrey Sachs. More than one hundred
international photographers, including Genín Andrada,
Mary Berridge, Alessandro Balteo, Nancy Burson, John
Dugdale, Rotimi Fani-Kayode, Aleksandr Glyadyelov,
Nan Goldin, Gran Fury, Sunil Gupta, Annie Leibovitz,
Robert Mapplethorpe, Don McCullin, Gideon Mendel,

James Nachtwey, Nicholas Nixon, Gilles Peress, Paolo Pellegrin, Richard Sawdon Smith, Oscar Sanchez Gómez, Gary
Schneider, Andres Serrano, Cindy Sherman, Joao Silva, David Wojnarowicz contributed the images that crystallize the
moments of  emotional devasation and inspriation this crisis has produced.

The book is also notable because it is an extraordinary contribution to a multi-faceted public information campaign. In
addition to the Umbrage-published book, other project components include an HBO documentary film which airs June
15th, a major, traveling international exhibition, an education packet, a CD, a Website, and a series of public service



UMBRAGE EDITIONS is a New York-based award-winning publisher and packager of provocative visual books and mul-
timedia projects including high-quality visual books, traveling exhibitions, and multimedia projects. Umbrage Editions cre-
ates content-rich products, bringing them from their initial conception to development and final production. Umbrage
projects vary in subject matter from classic photojournalism to cutting-edge art, from pop culture to global human rights,
from the closets of drag queens to the runways of fashion. For more information, contact www.umbragebooks.com.

# # #

announcements. Generous sponsorship of this project was provided by the AOL Time Warner Foundation, the Joint
United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), and others.

The legacy of this work, gathered from all corners of the globe, is a call to action and a challenge to each of us: to work
toward a world without AIDS. In our world today, there are forty million people living with HIV/AIDS, forty million dif-
ferent stories of hardship, pain, and anger, but also of hope, courage, and resilience. PANDEMIC’s stirring and ground-
breaking images from around the world bring us face-to-face with the epidemic, in work that has been used over the last
20 years to document and to educate, to agitate and protest, to salute friends lost and to mourn the deaths of family and
strangers alike.

PANDEMIC provides the most comprehensive review of this work ever before assembled: Covering a broad range of
approaches to the topic, from documentary to portraiture, this collection conveys the despair, anger, courage, and ulti-
mately, hope, with which the photographic community has faced the AIDS pandemic.

PANDEMIC: Facing AIDS contributors Rory Kennedy, Nan Richardson, and Jeffery Sachs are available for interviews.

For more information on this project, please visit www.pandemicfacingaids.org.
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IMAGE  AVAILABILITY AND CREDITS
The cover plus two images are available without charge for press promotion
of PANDEMIC: Facing AIDS

Mandatory Credit line:
Photographer name, image title, and courtesy credit (as listed below each on
these 2 pages). From PANDEMIC: FACING AIDS© 2002 Moxie Firecracker
Films/Umbrage Editions.

e.g.Richard Sawdon Smith,Ahead (Facing Aids), 2002. From PANDEMIC:FAC-
ING AIDS© 2002 Moxie Firecracker Films/Umbrage Editions

If you are interested in running more than two images, or to obtain high-res-
olution images for reproduction, please contact Umbrage Editions t: 212-965-
0197, f:212-965-0276, info@umbragebooks.com. Information about each pho-
tograph is available upon request. 1

PAOLO PELLEGRIN, In an ambulance, on the way to Kitgum, Uganda, 1996
Courtesy of the artist and Magnum Photos

2 (left)
DIETER TELEMANS
Appolonia and Gaspar
Dar es Salaam,Tanzania, 1999 
Courtesy of the artist and Panos

3 (right)
PHOTOVOICE/FONDATION
FEMMES PLUS 
BEATRICE
Maman Alici with her children
Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of
the Congo, 2000
Courtesy of the artist and
PhotoVoice

4
TIANE DOAN NA CHAMPASSAK 
Kamathipura is the red-light district of Mumbai, India. Behind the lit windows of its brothels,
prostitutes are waiting for customers. It is estimated that over seventy percent of the
prostitutes carry the virus.
Mumbai, India, 2000
Courtesy of the artist and Agence Vu

5
JOAO SILVA
Breakfast waits, while a patient at the H-Ward sleeps on a wooden bench.As a result of
the high HIV prevalence in the KwaZulu-Natal province of South Africa, this rural hospital
is often inundated with sick people and suffers from a shortage of beds.
Hlabisa, South Africa, 2001
Courtesy of the artist and The New York Times
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7 (left)
DAVID BUTOW 
A young woman who works in a
massage parlor, from the series,
“The AIDS Highway”
China, 2001
Courtesy of the artist and SABA

6
ALESSANDRO BALTEO
José Gregorio Hernández, Protégenos (Protect Us),Venezuela, 1995
Courtesy of the artist

8 (right)
RICHARD SAWDON SMITH
Ahead (Facing AIDS)
UK, 2002
Courtesy of the artist

9
NANCY BURSON
Visualize This.
U.S.A., 1991
Courtesy of the artist



PANDEMIC: FACING AIDS
A MULTI-FACETED OUTREACH CAMPAIGN
SUPPLEMENTAL MEDIA INFORMATION SHEET

PANDEMIC: Facing AIDS is a multi-faceted outreach campaign aimed at raising awareness of the global AIDS crisis
through a variety of cultural and education projects. Project components include:

• A documentary film, PANDEMIC: Facing AIDS, theatrically released and broadcast as a five-part series on HBO, pre-
miering June 15, 2003, 7-8 pm EST in the U.S. and on other channels internationally.

• A book, PANDEMIC: Facing AIDS, presenting 200 color and black-and-white photographs by one hundred international
photographers, and including essays by Kofi Annan, Nadine Gordimer, Rory Kennedy, Nan Richardson, and Jeffrey Sachs.

• A major traveling exhibition, Pandemic: Imaging AIDS, including over one hundred works by major award-winning pho-
tographers and artists representing fifty countries, documenting twenty years of AIDS.The exhibition tours international-
ly to Barcelona, South Africa, New York, Moscow,Washington, Paris, and Rio de Janeiro, among other venues.

• An education packet distributed to schools, NGOs, community groups, and government agencies in the United States
and around the world.

• A website, www.pandemicfacingaids.org, developed in partnership with AOL Time Warner, integrating the interviews,
photographs, and educational elements of the project with web-based policy links, information resources and action tools.

• Alternate versions of the film, including full-length translations for use around the world, a one-hour video educational
version, a twenty-minute version for policymakers, and five public service announcements.

• The CD, Pandemic: Music for a World without AIDS, created in partnership with Warner Music Group, features world
music from twenty diverse artists.

The Pandemic: Facing AIDS Project is made possible through the generous sponsorship of: The Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, Home Box Office,AOL Time Warner Foundation, Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS),
M•A•C AIDS Fund and M•A•C Cosmetics,The Elton John AIDS Foundation,The Pfizer Foundation, Doctors of the World-
U.S.A.,The Brazilian Ministry of Health, Levi Strauss Foundation,The Red Ribbon Foundation,The Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr.
Foundation,American Foundation for AIDS Research (amfAR), Firelight Foundation,The Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS
Foundation,The Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt Institute, and Warner Music Group.

BIOGRAPHIES
Nan Richardson Nan Richardson has worked as an editor, writer, and curator for over twenty years, on nearly two hun-
dred book titles, at Aperture, Random House, Chanticleer Press, as well as with museums and small publishers in the
United States and Europe, including DIA,The Renaissance Society,The Milwaukee Art Museum, the Musee d'Orsay, and
The Victoria and Albert. She founded Umbrage Editions, a packager specializing in visual books (formerly known as
Umbra), in 1991, and has published nearly seventy books under the imprint. Among the recent titles are: Anthony Fry,
Speak Truth to Power, Louise Dahl Wolfe:A Retrospective, Blood and Honey:A Balkan War Journal, Sarajevo Self-Portrait,
and RFK Funeral Train. Ms. Richardson writes frequently for a variety of periodicals, including The Los Angeles Times
Magazine,The Boston Review of Books, Stern, Granta,The Massachusetts Review,Allure, Interview,Art News,Artforum,
Art & Auction, Art and Antiques, Art in America, Journal of Art, Mother Jones and others. She is a former editor of
Aperture magazine and has lectured and taught widely on photography and bookmaking. Ms. Richardson has curated a
number of photographic exhibitions, often in conjunction with publications, including Speak Truth to Power, Louise Dahl-
Wolfe, Lillian Bassman (FIT New York, 1998),The Pursuit of Happiness on global human rights (Alternative Museum, New
York, 1999), American Hollow (Norton Museum, Florida, and traveling through 2001), and Havana: The Revolutionary
Moment. She lives in New York City with her husband,Andrew Karsch, a film producer.
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Rory Kennedy, Emmy award–nominated producer, director, and writer, is Founder and President of Moxie Films Inc., an
independent documentary production company that she later merged with Firecracker Films. In 1999, Kennedy’s film
American Hollow brought her filmmaking to the attention of critics and the viewing public. The story of a tight-knit
Appalachian family caught between century-old tradition and the encroaching modern world,American Hollow premiered
at the 1999 Sundance Film Festival. Subsequently, it won Best Documentary prizes from the American Film Institute and
the Newport and Northampton Film Festivals, and won The Gold Hugo Award at The 1999 Chicago International Film
Festival.After its critically acclaimed run at New York City’s Film Forum, HBO broadcast the film as part of the America
Undercover series, garnering it a nomination for a Non-Fiction Primetime Emmy Award.Additionally, Little, Brown & Co.
published Kennedy’s companion book, American Hollow, in conjunction with the film’s broadcast premier.The film also
generated an “American Hollow” cultural exhibit, featuring the photographs of Steve Lehman, as well as crafts and music
from the region.Venues at which the film and/or exhibit have been displayed include The Capitol Rotunda,The National
Gallery of Art,The Museum of Television & Radio,The American Museum of the Moving Image,The University of Kentucky
at Lexington, and The Dayton Art Institute.Traveling through 2001, the exhibit will appear at The Norton Museum and the
Millennium Monument Museum, among others. Elements from the book and exhibit have been combined and posted on
The Washington Post Web site’s electronic gallery (www.washingtonpost.com). In January 2000, Kennedy was nominated
for an Independent Spirit Award for her work on American Hollow. Rory has produced award-winning documentaries for
Lifetime,A&E, HBO, PBS, and The Learning Channel.

Jeffrey Sachs is the Director of the Center for International Development at Harvard University, the Galen L. Stone
Professor of International Trade at Harvard University, former Director of the Harvard Institute for International
Development, and a Research Associate of the National Bureau of Economic Research. Sachs serves as an economic advi-
sor to several governments in Latin America, Eastern Europe, the Former Soviet Union,Africa and Asia. He was cited in
The New York Times Magazine as "probably the most important economist in the world" and in a Time Magazine issue
on 50 promising young leaders as "the world's best-known economist." Sachs is the recipient of many awards and hon-
ors, including membership in the Harvard Society of Fellows,American Academy of Arts and Sciences, and the Fellows of
the World Econometric Society. He received Honorary Degrees from St. Gallen University in Switzerland and Lingnan
College in Hong Kong. In September 1991 he was honored with the Frank E. Seidman Award in Political Economy. He has
delivered the prestigious Lionel Robbins Memorial Lectures at the London School of Economics, the John Hicks Lectures
at Oxford University, the David Horowitz Lectures in Tel Aviv, the Frank D. Graham Lectures at Princeton University, and
the Tanner Lectures at the University of Utah. Sachs was born in Detroit, Michigan, in 1954. He received his B.A., summa
cum laude, from Harvard College in 1976, and his M.A. and Ph.D. from Harvard University in 1978 and 1980 respective-
ly. He joined the Harvard faculty as an Assistant Professor in 1980, and was promoted to Associate Professor in 1982 and
Full Professor in 1983.

INTERVIEWS

In interviews about the PANDEMIC: Facing AIDS project by Rory Kennedy, Nan Richardson, and Jeffery Sachs they can talk about:
• The project components:documentary film,exhibition,education packet,CD,website,and public service announcements.
• Pandemic: Facing AIDS, the book, a uniquely comprehensive survey of the last twenty years of photographic response

to AIDS and part of a major campaign against this global crisis.
• The AIDS crisis continues to be a highly topical issue and international threat.
• Photographs by over one hundred award-winning, international photographers and how the project was conceived and executed.

Pandemic: Facing AIDS is a Moxie Firecracker Films | Umbrage Editions production,
produced by Rory Kennedy and Nan Richardson.

Moxie Firecracker Films is a New York-based documentary film and multimedia company founded by Liz Garbus and Rory
Kennedy. For more information, contact www.moxiefirecracker.com.


